Micholitz 106-119

Letter 106     Singapore 25/3/90

A few hours ago I have arrived here and as far as I can make out there will be a st[eame]r to Manila in about three-four days. Ericsson is not here. Roebelen is here in Singapore. Osmers has not yet returned from India. I shall write again before I leave Singapore. Trusting etc.

Letter 107  Davao   30/5/90

The mail having come in today I have had no letter from you, so I must conclude you have either not written or my people in Manila did not send me your letter. Well here I am getting on fairly well, about a week ago I have arrived here with over 1000 Aerides Lawr[enceae]

Phal[aenopsis] Sand[eriana] have come in today but I do not know yet how many there are. I have already about 500 in fairly good plants so that I have reason to hope I shall get as much or many as I require. I have a few very good specimens but as yet nothing exceptionally fine although I pay very high prices for really good plants. However I hope to get at least a few really fine specimens.

If nothing unforseen happens I shall leave here on the 26th or 27th of June and shall be in Manila on the 4th or 5th of July where I hope to leave between 15th and 20th the same month well I hope to be more lucky this time than last year. Trusting etc

Letter 108  Invoice from Matute Nermo,  Davao 26 June 1890

Letter 109  Manila 13/7/90

Seven days ago I arrived here in Manila, all my plants in good condition. I am at present very busy with packing but do not know yet when I shall be able to leave, there is a steamer on the 17th but I do not think I shall be able to leave then. I cannot get my cases from the carpenter. If I cannot leave on the 17th I shall have to go via Hongkong since there is no direct st[eame]r to Singapore until a fortnight later. I shall have in all about 60 cases.

Roebelen is also here in the Phil[ippines] Isl[ands]. He is at present in Surigao.

I shall write again as soon as possible.   Trusting etc

Letter 110   SS Sachsen close to Genoa.   No date but after Letter 111

Enclosed please find second B/L [bill of lading] which I send in case you did not get my first letter.

I beg to repeat please write at once to Koller, Wallis & Co & to your agent in Southampton and tell them to do their utmost to get the plants loaded there, which I understand is being permitted on obtaining a special permit from the custom authorities also tell them / see about lighter if the steam launch too small to take them, there are 23 cases (Wardian).  Vanda fine.

We shall arrive at S[outhampton] on the 7th or 8th.       Yours faithfully

Letter 111  SS Sachsen,  Red Sea  24 Aug 90

I hope you have received my last letter to you and as you see by the date of this letter although I could not leave Manila before the 29 of l. month I have lost no time. I arrived in Singapore on the 5th and was lucky enough to catch the German mail which left the same day. Provided everything goes well I hope to be in Southampton not much later than the 7th or 8th next month, perhaps earlier.

 
On taking my passage and arranging about my plants Behn Mayers told me there would be no difficulty about landing my plants in Southampton although these steamers take no cargo for that place. However the Captain and also the Purser tell me they think it will not be possible therefore I beg you will write at once to Koller, Wallis & Co.,  the Agents for the N. German Lloyd in London & Southampton as also to our Agent in South[ampton] to do their utmost for landing the plants there and if necessary provide a lighter for putting them in. Should it not be possible to land them in South[ampton] then perhaps the best would be to land them in Antwerp and bring them across from there as to take them to Bremerhaven would mean to lose 3-4 days. Vanda Sanderiana are in fairly good condition, Phalaenopsis are not so good as I should like them to be. The other plants I have not been able to see since we left Singapore but as they are all hardy things and as the hold they are in is, when the weather permits it, always ventilated (for hold) I hope they also will be fairly good.

Ericsson is on board the MM Oxus. I had no time to see him when in Singapore but I met him in Colombo.   Trusting etc

Letter 112   Singapore 12/11/90

I have arrived here safely the day before yesterday and I find the Steamer for Timor L[aut] leaves Macassar on the 20th of Dec. I do not know yet how long I shall have to wait at Larut for a steamer to return, because from New Year a new  Ship[ping] C[ompa]ny will run all the mail steamers in the Dutch colonies and I have been told some alterations will be made and steamers will run more frequently, but how far this will affect me I have not been able to ascertain. What troubles me most is that I cannot find out when they have the rainy season there. Wallace who was in Aru, which is not far away from Timor L[aut] says the rains commence there (Aru) about July and last until December, so that if Timor L[aut] has the rains at the same time I should arrive just in good time when the plants have ceased growing.

In the Singapore library I found a book called “Insulinde” written by Mr Forbes which contains among others an account of their trip to Larat and I found a few very valuable hints concerning the place. Money is not known there, so I shall have to take handkerchiefs etc. the people are rather savage and it is difficult to obtain food. The orchids (Phal[aenopsis]) she says were plentiful growing on the limestone rocks. On account of a war between two tribes Forbes hardly ever left the place and did not visit the main island, so there is just a hope of finding something new, water was very bad and the whole party suffered much from fever. Well I shall do my best. I shall write again by next mail as for other news, well I hear Roebelen is in Manila and has joined a soda-water manufacturer.   Osmers has arrived here a few weeks ago from India or Burma, without a cent in his pocket, he goes to Borneo to seek employment on a plantation so the two, Roebelen and Osmers, are hors de combat and will not make us anymore competition – that is all. Trusting etc.

Letter 113   Singapore 22/11/90

On the 25th of this month I shall leave for Macassar where I shall await the steamer for Larat, it is possible I shall have to stay in Larat only two months but not certain. Passages by the North Ind. Co. are very dear, they charge the enormous sum of 130 dollars from here to Macassar and I am afraid it will be the same if not more from Macassar to Larat, however I go by another line to Macassar which is not so dear, well I only hope the Dendr[robiums] will not be growing when I get there, and if they are we shall have to make the best of it.

I find the Haemanthus Lindeni published in the Gard[eners’] Chron[icle] October 18th is the same I collected in Africa. I brought about 50-60 plants to Engl[and] and they were handed over to Bull. Why he did not get them named I cannot comprehend.

I would have gone to Labuan to see about that Renanthera but it must be the rainy season there and besides this there are only very few steamers to Labuan as also to Macassar and I could not afford to lose the latter by which I shall leave. I shall write again before I leave Macassar.  Trusting etc and Merry Christmas

Letter 114  Macassar  17/12/90

On the 20th of this month I shall leave here for Larat, and by great good luck I shall have to stay there only one month that is I hope to get the plants together in that time, and since the next steamer leaves here on the 16th of Jan I shall return by that – afterwards there will be a steamer every two months. The passage is very dear I had to pay £35 - 403 guld[ers] single! I am very much afraid it will be the rainy season there – well I shall have to make the best of it. Here it is not raining but simply pouring down since the last three days but I think it will not be quite so bad in Larat. When I return I shall go as soon as possible to Singapore to ship the plants and then to Manila, and as my credit ends in April I beg you will not forget to renew it in time for I shall not return to Manila until middle of July and therefore shall have to make all my arrangements before leaving Manila for Dendr[obium] Dearei. I also beg you will after the 1 of February address all your letters to Micholitz c/o Adolfo Richter, 15 Escolta, Manila.  Hoping etc.

Letter 115  Macassar  10/2/91    

Your cablegram I have received just now and I shall according to your wishes go per next steamer to Larat but I beg you will bear in mind that the steamer leaves here on the 11th of March that I shall have to stay there two months and that I cannot possibly be back before end of May from Larat and that if all goes well you cannot have the plants before middle or end of July. As I said in my last letter (9/2) it will then be too late to go to Manila to collect Vanda Sanderiana but it would be the proper time to collect Dendrob[ium] Dearei and Cypriped[ium] ciliolare.  It also would be too late to go to New Guinea to the place where I found the Dendrob[ium]s, the flowers of which I sent you – the Arab traders always leave when the nutmeg season is over – that is about July and it would be very unsafe to go there when they have left. However, should it be absolutely necessary to get them I would risk it, only I would have to take several well armed men with me and the plants would be rather dear. At the same time I must tell you I think it would be a matter of some difficulty to collect say 2-5000 of one kind, in the place itself there are only very few natives and they are at war with a neighbouring tribe – even whilst we were there a regular fight took place. Some 24 canoes assembled and they kept on firing from 10a.m. until 7p.m. All are armed with muskets, from our village 2 men were killed. Well I beg you will consider what I said and write explicitly, also I beg you will not forget to renew my credit, you will please bear in mind that I have lost absolutely everything and that the ships owners will not return the passage money paid. I had a fight with the ship’s agent yesterday, they are barefaced enough to demand 288 gulden, ca. £23, passage money from Amboyna to here.  It is worse than highway robbery to ask so much from a shipwrecked man – of course I refused to pay, and the agent has now written to Batavia to the Ch[ief] Agent to see if they will give a reduction, if not, I shall have to pay. You may rest assured I do not spend but what is absolutely necessary still the expenses here are something awful specially the passages. The plants I have I shall send you by the next English boat via Singapore. Please send your next letter c/o Messers van Leeuwen & Co., Macassar.  Yours etc

Letter 116   Macassar 14/2/91

Enclosed please find B/L [bill of lading]on two cases of plants shipped via Singapore per Ocean Steamship Co. (Holt). I hope they will arrive in good order. I also enclose a list of the things it was not possible to get shavings and I had to use a little straw for packing.

In New Guinea I have found a glorious Erythrina it is a tree of about 20-30 feet high with bright scarlet flowers the leafs are large and soft green whilst the nerves are margined with golden yellow it is as I said a glorious thing.  However I am not sure whether it has been introduced before. Please find out all about it and let me know. Trusting etc

Letter 117    Drawing of Erythrina, identified as E. parcelii
Letter 118  Macassar 24/2/91

Enclosed please find II B/L on two cases of plants shipped via Singapore per Ocean Steamship Co. I do not know by which steamer the plants will be shipped from Singapore. I beg you will enquire at the OSS Co. offices for them. Yours etc

Letter 119  List of plants

Dendrobium I  stratiotes  24

       “            II  yellow flow.  3

       “            III  rare              1

       “            IV  from Amboina  not good  (1 plant in 3 pieces)

Coelogyne?  V    ? sp

       “            VI   large     (4 plants 1 dead)

the other Coelogyne with large flowers remains here for growing as it would not stand the voyage now at present

flowerspike of Dendr. II  yellow flow.      

